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Dear EBMA Members: 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the 40 th Annual Meeting of the Educational Book and Media Association. This 
year’s meeting will be held at  
 

The Roosevelt, New Orleans 
January 12-15, 2015 

 

This historic hotel is located just one block away from the French Quarter, and only 15 miles from the Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. The Roosevelt is home to the Sazerac Bar and includes a spa, 
fitness center, and a rooftop pool. 
 
The title of this year’s meeting is Making the Connection: Creating and Applying Content to Support Education . 
We hope you will find the program to be relevant and engaging. Our two educational sessions address key 
issues affecting the educational marketplace. Tuesday’s session is titled Reading Levels: A Conversation about 
Building and Managing Leveling Information and will be led by Patricia Payton, Senior Manager of Publisher 
Relations and Content Development at R. R. Bowker. Panelists will include speakers from organizations that 
provide leveling services to publishers and wholesalers. Wednesday’s educational session is titled STEM 
Education: Integrating Literacy and STEM, and will be led by Terry Young—writer, reviewer, and consultant at 
School Libraries Work.  
 
Essential to all EBMA meetings are the One-on-One sessions between wholesalers and publishers. As in past 
meetings, these sessions will be spaced out over three days (Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday). There will 
be some free time in the afternoons for you to put your feet up and enjoy your surroundings while preparing for 
our fun evening events. 
 
On Thursday, our President, Jennifer Allen, will update us on EBMA business. We will discuss the meeting 
dates and location for our 2016 meeting as well as future strategies of the organization and how it can best 
continue to serve its members. We need your input on these important issues so please do make an effort to 
attend the business meeting. 
 
Please register today for this meeting! The cost of registration is $895 through December 10 th. Late 
registrations received after December 10 th will cost $945.  We will learn a lot, do some business, and enjoy 
each other’s company. We are expecting an exciting and informational meeting, as well as warm weather. But 
please anticipate some cooler evening temperatures as we do have some outside events planned.  
 
See you in New Orleans, 
 
Kathleen Faber   Cheryl Dickemper 
HarperCollins Publishers              Booksource 
New York, NY   St. Louis, MO 



 
 

2015 MEETING AGENDA 
 

Sunday | January 11, 2015 
 
6:30 PM 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS DINNER  

Monday | January 12, 2015 
 
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM BOARD OF DIRECTORS BREAKFAST & MEETING 

 
3:00 – 6:00 PM REGISTRATION OPEN  -  Bags at Registration 

 
4:30 – 6:00 PM SET-UP FOR ONE-ON-ONE SESSIONS 

 
6:00 – 6:45 PM WELCOME TO OUR ANNUAL MEETING!  

Cocktail reception for all attendees 
 

6:45 – 9:00 PM AWARDS PRESENTATION & OPENING NIGHT DINNER 
Dinner 
Presentation of the 2014 Ludington Award 
 

9:00 PM – 11:30 PM SET-UP FOR ONE-ON-ONE SESSIONS 
 

Tuesday | January 13, 2015 
 
7:30 – 9:00 AM BREAKFAST AND SET-UP FOR ONE-ON-ONE SESSIONS 

 
9:00 – 9:10 AM  WELCOME TO THE ANNUAL MEETING 

Jennifer Allen, EBMA Board President, The Booksource, Inc.  
Cheryl Dickemper, EBMA Program Committee Co-Chair, The Booksource, Inc. 
and Kathleen Faber, EBMA Program Committee Co-Chair, HarperCollins 
Children’s Books 
 

9:10 – 10:15 AM Educational Session: READING LEVELS: A CONVERSATION ABOUT 
BUILDING AND MANAGING INFORMATION  
 
Panelist Details Coming Soon!  
 

10:30AM – 12:30 PM ONE-ON-ONE SESSIONS  
 

12:30 – 1:15 PM BUFFET LUNCH   
No guest speaker 
 

1:30 – 4:00 PM ONE-ON-ONE SESSIONS 
 

6:30 PM OFFSITE RECEPTION AND DINNER 
    

 
 
Wednesday | January 14, 2015 



 
 

 

 

 

 
7:00 – 9:00 AM BREAKFAST 

 
 
9:00 – 10:30 AM 

 
Educational Session:  STEM Education: Integrating Literacy and STEM 
 
Panelist details coming soon!  
 

10:45 AM – 12:15 PM ONE-ON-ONE SESSIONS  
 

12:30 – 1:30 PM LUNCH 
Featured Guest Speaker: TBD 
 

1:45 – 4:30 PM ONE-ON-ONE SESSIONS 
 
 

6:30  - 7:30 PM PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION 
 

7:30 – 9:30 PM  PRESIDENT’S DINNER 
 
Comments by Jennifer Allen, EBMA President 
Salute to EBMA Board Members 
Introduction of New 2015-2016 EBMA Board Members 
Featured Guest Speaker: David Levithan, Author, Scholastic, Inc.   
 

Thursday | January 15, 2015 
 
7:30 – 8:30 AM BREAKFAST 

 
8:30 – 8:45 AM EBMA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

 
Discussion of future strategies of our organization and how it can best continue to 
serve its members. Moderated by the EBMA President, Jennifer Allen.  
 

9:00 – 11: 00 AM ONE-ON-ONE SESSIONS  
 

11:15 – 12:30 PM BOARD MEETING  
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ANNUAL MEETING DEADLINE SCHEDULE 
 
 

Please take note of the following important deadlines! 
 
 

LAST day for early bird* meeting registrations: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2014 
 

LAST day to return profile forms: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2014 
 

LAST day for hotel reservations: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2014 
 

LAST day for canceling meeting registrations & spouse/guest meals: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2014 
 
 

*The registration price after December 10, 2014 will increase to $945 per person 
 

REMINDER: If you have problems registering for the meeting, making hotel reservations, signing up for spouse/guest 
meals, and/or making any changes, please call or email EBMA at 540-318-7770 or meeting@edupaperback.org  

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:meeting@edupaperback.org
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HOTEL RESERVATIONS AT THE 2015 ANNUAL MEETING 
 

The Roosevelt New Orleans A Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
123 Baronne Street 

New Orleans, LA 70112 
1-800-Waldorf 

 
Few names in American hospitality resonate for travelers and locals 
the way The Roosevelt New Orleans does. 
 
From its legendary past – where the famous and infamous, the royal 
and revered, the celebrity and the Sazerac have all starred – to our 
modern-day luxury and extraordinary accommodations and meeting 
spaces, The Roosevelt is the destination where memories begin. 
 
The hotel is located conveniently in the Central Business District just 
off Canal Street and one block from the world-famous French 
Quarter. The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport is a 
20-minute drive from the hotel with cab and shuttle services 
available. For a look at the property, click here.  
 
Rates 
 
Deluxe room rates at The Roosevelt New Orleans will be $229 per night. These rates are subject to appropriate state, local and 
any occupancy taxes in effect at the time of the meeting, currently these taxes are 12% sales tax and $2 occupancy tax per 
room night occupied. The negotiated room rates will be honored three days prior and three days following our major program 
dates based on room and rate availability.  
 
Instructions 
 
You may reserve a room online by using the following link: https://resweb.passkey.com/go/ebma.  You will be directed to the 
property’s reservation page, and the “EBMA Annual Meeting” should be displayed on the right hand side of this page. Select 
your desired check in and check out dates to find available rooms and to begin the reservation process.  
 
If you prefer to call The Roosevelt New Orleans to make your reservation, please call 800-Waldorf. When you speak with a hotel 
representative please identify the group name, Educational Book and Media Association or the group code EMB, to ensure you 
get the negotiated rate.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: THE CUT-OFF FOR RESERVATIONS IS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2014. Reservations made after this 
date are subject to prevailing room rates.  
 
All reservations requests will require a credit card for a deposit for one room night.  
If you have questions about hotel reservations, please contact EBMA staff at 540-318-7770 or meeting@edupaperback.org.     
 
 

http://therooseveltneworleans.com/
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/ebma
mailto:meeting@edupaperback.org
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TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION 
 

Airline Transportation  
  
All major airlines have service to Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport (MSY) with many direct flights 
arriving daily. The airport is the 37th busiest in the United States and the largest in Louisiana. The airport is a 20-minute 
drive from the hotel.   
 
 
Airport/Hotel Transportation  
 
Shuttle service is available from the airport to the hotels in the Central Business District (CBD) for $20.00 (per person, 
one-way) or $38.00 (per person, round-trip). Three bags per person. Call 1-866-596-2699 or (504) 522-3500 for more 
details or to make a reservation.  
 
A cab ride costs $33.00 from the airport to the Central Business District (CBD) for one or two persons and $14.00 (per 
passenger) for three or more passengers. Pick-up is on the lower level, outside the baggage claim area. There may be an 
additional charge for extra baggage. Taxis are required to offer a credit card payment option.  
 
Airport Limousine is the official limousine service for Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport.  Convenient 
kiosks are located in the baggage claim area and no hassle curb side pickups are available.  Rates begin at $58 for 1 or 2 
passengers.  Visit their web site for more information/reservations.     
 
Cars/Parking 
 
You will not need a car for the EBMA meeting, however, if you do rent one or drive in locally; parking is available at the 
hotel and costs $42+ tax per overnight stay.  
 

http://www.airportlimousineneworleans.com/index.html
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ADVICE ABOUT EBMA’S ONE-ON-ONE SESSIONS 
 

Several EBMA members have indicated on their evaluation forms that it took them a few years to make their One-on-One 
sessions really pay off, especially since they are only eight minutes long.  To get everything possible out of that time, you 
really have to plan ahead.  Here are some tips that may get you up and running more quickly.   
 

1. On December 12th, you will receive from EBMA, by e-mail, registration lists for the 2015 EBMA Annual Meeting.   
2. Complete the Profile Form by December 12th: The 2015 Profile Forms are now offered as an electronic web form 

that you will fill out online (Publisher Form or Wholesaler Form). The material collected on the form has also been 
updated and reduced to pertinent information about your company. During the registration process you will be 
given the option to select receiving an online profile book prior to the meeting or a hard copy bound profile book 
onsite at the annual meeting.  

o Be sure to characterize your business clearly—EBMA members are NOT all alike!   
o Be certain that the people who read your Profile Form will know who to contact for what service. 

3. EBMA One-on-One sessions have no agenda.  Think of ways to use your session profitably.  Time is short but, 
among the possibilities, you could: 

o Bring printouts and do a business review with each firm. 
o Evaluate your growth with each other year-to-year. 
o Tell each firm you meet with about new promotions or marketing efforts. 
o Come up with ways that you can work better together or do cooperative marketing. 
o Ask for suggestions as to how your firm can be more helpful to the other. 
o Bring news from editorial about new books and publishing programs. 
o Find ways to use authors regionally or nationally. 
o Suggest better ways to use posters, teaching guides, and bookmarks. 
o Discuss creative ways to involve reps. 
o Ask about new trends, new markets, new products--EBMA is the place to hear about them. 

4. Remember that all EBMA members are not alike.  Don’t assume you know what another business focuses on.  
Read the Profile Form. 

5. And don’t forget that “the other side” has an agenda too!  Sometimes one side does all the talking and none of the 
listening. 

6. What if you have run out of time and there’s more to discuss? 
o There is time each afternoon to continue talking at the publisher’s table.  Keep a calendar and schedule 

additional time during one of these time periods. 
o If time runs out, set up ways to keep talking by phone or e-mail when you’re both back at work. 

7. Establish a system for taking notes and keeping track of each discussion. The days are long and the there is too 
much input to leave everything to memory. 

 
IMPORTANT: Deadline to complete the *NEW* online profile forms (Publisher Form or Wholesaler Form) is Friday, 
December 12th, 2014.  
 
PUBLISHERS: You may ship the books and catalogues that you will be promoting at the 2015 EBMA Annual Meeting in 
advance of the meeting directly to the hotel. Shipping instructions will be sent to you by e-mail.  
 
 

http://edupaperback.org/publisher_profileform-2015
http://edupaperback.org/wholesaler_profileform-2015
http://edupaperback.org/publisher_profileform-2015
http://edupaperback.org/wholesaler_profileform-2015
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OTHER INFORMATION 
 

 
The Weather 
 
New Orleans has a subtropical climate with pleasant year-round temperatures. In the month of January, the weather is 
comfortable with an average high temperature of 62º F and the average low temperature of 46º F. Most days are sunny 
although rainfall is not uncommon.  
 
Things to do in New Orleans  
 
Take a bike ride along the Mississippi River, feed an alligator or stroll through time as you take in the stories behind one of 
New Orleans’ many historical attractions. New Orleans has so much to offer and caters to every traveler. So whether 
you're a sports fan, history buff, outdoor adventurer, aspiring chef or music lover, there's an attraction in New Orleans to 
suit your every need. 
 
In addition to the many attractions, New Orleans has many distinct neighborhoods that offer nightlife options from 
incredible live music on Frenchmen Street to intimate cocktails just a neighborhood away. Harrah's Casino caters to the 
high rollers at heart and the city is home to slick nightclubs where you can dance the night away. Browse the entertaining 
and dining directory as you don’t want to miss the opportunity to take advantage of some of the most unforgettable cuisine 
in the world.  
 
Websites 
 
New Orleans Convention and Visitor’s Bureau: http://www.neworleanscvb.com/  
 
The Roosevelt New Orleans: http://therooseveltneworleans.com/   
 
Attire 
 
The attire for the meeting varies by event. For the education sessions and one-on-one sessions the attire is Business 
Casual. The opening Monday dinner and the President’s dinner on Wednesday are more formal. Jackets are 
recommended for men and we suggest not wearing jeans.  The attire for the Tuesday evening offsite event is appropriate 
casual.  Events may be outside in the evening so we recommend packing suitable clothes including sweaters and light 
jackets in case it is a cool January evening. You may find this article interesting about attire definitions - 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dress_code_(Western). 

http://www.neworleanscvb.com/things-to-do/sports-outdoors/
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/things-to-do/sports-outdoors/
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/restaurants/celebrity-chefs/
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/things-to-do/music/
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/visit/neighborhoods/
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/things-to-do/nightlife/frenchmen-street/
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/restaurants/drinks/
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/things-to-do/nightlife/harrahs/
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/things-to-do/dining-entertainment/
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/
http://therooseveltneworleans.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dress_code_(Western)


 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Full Name  

Company Name   

Title   

Email  Phone    

Address  

City    State  Postal Code  

Dietary Restrictions  

WHOLESALERS ONLY: If you have more than one person in attendance, you can meet with each publisher in two or 
more consecutive 8-minutes sessions. How many separate One-on-One table groups do you want? ____________ 

REGISTRATION FORM 
EBMA 2015 Annual Meeting 

January 12-15 • The Roosevelt New Orleans 
 

Submit Completed Form and Payment to:  
EBMA PO Box 3363, Warrenton, VA 20188 | Fax: 202-962-3939 | Email: meeting@edupaperback.org 

 

Early Registration Details 

1. Register for the Annual Meeting by December 10th and pay only $895 (after December 10th - $945). Remember your  
registration fee includes all program costs, meeting materials, one-on-one sessions and meals (breakfast Tue-Thu, lunch 
Tue & Wed and dinner Monday-Wed). 

2. If you would like to register a spouse or guest for meals, please contact Maureen Gelwicks, meeting@edupaperback.org, for 
details.  

3. Book your hotel room at the Roosevelt New Orleans by December 12, 2014 for the EBMA rate of $229+ tax per night, refer 
to the Hotel Reservation document for details.   

How to Register 

1. Complete the form at the bottom of this page. Please complete a separate registration form for each person attending. 
2. Make check payable to Educational Book & Media Association or pay using Master Card, VISA or AMEX. If you have  

multiple attendees, you may make one payment.  
 
Please PRINT clearly  

PAYMENT INFORMATION 

Name as it  appears on credit card   

Credit Card #  

Security Code  Exp  

Billing Address  

City:  State  Postal Code  

 
Cancellation Policy: To receive a full refund, you must cancel your registration no later than December 26, 2014. If you 
cancel after this date substitutions may be made up until January 2, 2015.  
 
Privacy Policy: All payment information will be kept secure and credit card information will be disposed of after pay-
ment is recorded. Contact information will be provided only to EBMA members attending the annual meeting.  

If you have multiple attendees you only need to submit payment information on one registration form, please submit all  
registrations forms together at one time.  

PROFILE BOOKS: EBMA is offering attendees the option to receive an electronic profile book electronically 10 days 
before the annual meeting or the traditional bound profile book at the meeting. Note: All attendees will automatically receive the e
-version. Select which type of profile book you wish to receive:            Bound Profile Book         Electronic Profile Book Only 
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